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HIV & AIDS in Papua



HIV Prevalence Papua (IBBS Survey, 2006)

• HIV prevalance in Papua (15-49yo) 2.4%



Facts
• First HIV case found in Merauke in1992.  

• By 2006, estimated 30,000 out of 2.5 
million Papuans infected by HIV

• Spread all over Papua, affecting every 
ethnic group, socio-economic level, age 
and gender

• Transmitted particularly through sex, not 
IDU (injecting drug users) as in other parts 
of Indonesia

• Alarming rapid increase in the infection 
rate among ‘housewives’ 



Challenges

• Young Indigenous Papuans’ first sexual 

experience occurs at a younger  age  

compared  to their non-Papuan fellows

• Alcohol consumption

• 20% of men in Papua have multiple 

partners, half of them engage in sex with 

sex workers

• Low condom use, wrong perception about 

condoms, Low HIV testing and results



Challanges …
• General population in Papua still do not 

believe that HIV exists in Papua  

• HIV transmission believed to occur only 
among the high risk groups such as sex 
workers and their clients

• Stigma and discrimination towards 
PLWHAs (People living with HIV/AIDs) is 
very high. 

• People are afraid to seek help from the 
STDs clinics 



Multimedia Campaigns

• Harm reduction approach 

• Involving local people in participatory 
research in creating HIV messages

• Messages: neutral,  use local languages, 
respect  to the local culture and cultural 
sensitiveness (including the use of images 
and illustrations)

• Varied media: cultural activities, sports, 
radio, TV, etc 





Comics, posters & billboards, 

leaflets, films, animation, drama 

radio

• About love, relationships, sex, pregnancy

• Relation between STD’s and HIV

• Basic information about HIV and AIDS

• Using  the local culture. Suitable and 

appropriate for both the teen and their 

parents





















DVD



DVD



Condom Ads on 

Television/CDs

• Aims:

To demythosise that condoms have been 
used by the Government as a tool of 
genocide for the Papuan people

To introduce a new perception that the 
condom is important to protect the young 
generation in Papua.

Broadcast on TV and radio. Copies 
available for free from the Papua AIDs 
Commission





Involving Papua’s favourite 

football team (Persipura)

• They are an ideal model for  the young 

generation of indigenous Papuans

• Three most favourite players selected and 

trained as sexual health educators and 

mentors for the younger players



Involving Papua’s favourite 

football team Persipura



Involving Papua’s favourite 

football team Persipura



Papua Condom Week 2008


